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A HANDBOOK ON DISEASES OF CHILDREN. By Bruce Williamson,
M.D., F.R.C.P. 6th ed. (Pp. xi+440; figs. 29. 17s. 6d.), Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1951.
THIS is the sixth edition of this well-known book to appear, and the general lay-out remains
essentially unchanged despite the addition of much new material.
The book opens with a brief review of the commoner causes of death at the different ages of
childhood, and ends with chapters on infant feeding and an appendix containing a short Formu-
lary. The intervening sections cover most of the diseases likely to be encountered by general
practitioners. The majority of the matter contained therein is in accordance with the current
opinions of paediatricians, but there are a few rather misleading statements, and some
omissions.
Atresia of the oesophagus is an anomaly which can now be treated with a high chance of
survival if diagnosed early, and mention might have been made of the signs leading to the
diagnosis. Among the causes of recurrent abdominal pain, one is surprised to find no mention
of non-tuberculous mesenteric adenitis, which is probably responsible for some 50 per cent of
suclh cases. Dr. Williamson rightly stresses the value of ante-natal rhesus typing of mothers,
and the early detection of antibodies in the hope of ensuring early diagnosis and treatment of
affected infants, but does not mention the Coombs' test which is more valuable than mere
rhesus testing of the infant. A recent survey has confirmed his impression that Caesarian
section or premature induction of labour increases the mortality in these infants.
One would hesitate to recommend this book as the main textbook on children's diseases for
students, but for the qualified practitioner wvith other sources of reference at his disposal for
checking disputable points, this work will be found to contain imluch that is of value.
W. A. B. C.
AN ATLAS OF GENERAL AFFECTIONS OF THE SKELETON. By Sir
rhomas Fairbank, D.S.O., O.B.E., M.S., Hon. M.Ch. (Orth.), F.R.C.S.
(Pp. viii + 411. Figs. 510. 55s.). Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone. 1951.
lTiis is much more than the title suggests. It is true that any book on the osseous system
must contain an abundant number of X-ray illustrations, but there is more than sufficient textual
matter for the book to stand as a monograph on generalised diseases of the skeleton. The autlhor
classifies lhis material under the headings of congenital developmental errors, acquired affection
of unknown origin, diseases due to errors of (liet and metabolism, those due to endocrine factors,
to infection and toxanmia, to errors of the haemopoietic and lymphatic systems, and finally
multiple neoplasms. Unfortunately bone pathology does not yet rest on secure foundations.
There has not yet been a sound correlation between the opinions of radiologists and pathologists.
The radiologist does not yet distinguish betwveen osteo-porosis and hypocalcification and yet the
pathological processes are essentially distinct. It is curious to note how the theories of Leriche
and Policard atre being gradually given up by the surgeons who were their chief protagonists,
and how the acceptance of the activity of osteoclasts has become more general. Twenty years
ago the osteoclastic theory was almost unacceptable in certain of the fellowship examinations.
The general plan of the book is that of discussion of each entity with useful, but occaisionally
uncritical, reference to the literature followed by case histories abundantly illustrated and
selected from the author's owvn material. The range and variety of the case material is remark-
able and the author is to be congratulated on the success of his collecting interest in this field.
This book wvill prove useful to the surgeon, to the post-graduate student and is not without
value to thie physician and pathologist. Once again E. & S. Livingstone earn our congratula-
tions for a beautiful production. J. H. B.
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